Turn Taking Stages
	Stage 1
Child may not have developed a preference for a specific toy or may be fixated on one/two items only. Child will not have an interest in waiting for a turn. Highly structured turn taking game with a range of engaging toys (such as Tap Tap) on a 1:1 basis with an adult.

SKILLS:
To develop an interest in engaging toys/resources
To understand that their turn starts and ends
To understand that they have to wait for one other person to have a turn (adult)

	Stage 2
Child will be interested in some toys/resources and will be able to take part in a highly structured turn taking game with an adult. Child will not yet take turns with other children. Highly structured turn taking game (such as Tap Tap) with up to three children and an adult (1:3).

SKILLS:
To develop an interest in a range of toys/resources
To be able to take a turn in a highly structured turn taking game in a small group of children with an adult
To understand that they have to wait for their turn

	Stage 3
Child understands the basics of turn taking in a highly structured turn taking game. They are not yet taking turns in less structured scenarios. Turn taking games (such as identiplay, building a tower or making a puzzle) on a 1:1 basis with an adult.

SKILLS:
To be able to wait for and take a turn in a less structured scenario with an adult
To be able to work with an adult with a specific outcome e.g. building a tower
To show an interest in another person’s play and copy (identiplay)

	Stage 4
Child understands the basics of turn taking and is able to take turns with an adult. Child is interested in play with an adult when it is something that motivates them. Turn taking games (such as identiplay, building a tower or pop up pirate) with up to three children and an adult (1:3).

SKILLS:
To be able to wait for and take a turn in a small group of children with an adult
To be able to work with a small group of children and an adult with a specific outcome e.g. pop up pirate
To show an interest in watching other children play 
To begin to copy other children’s play
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	Stage 5
Child is supported to take turns in child initiated learning time with a range of resources. Adult observes and takes a step back, but is there to support if necessary. 

SKILLS:
To be able to take turns in child initiated learning time
To understand that resources are shared
To begin to interact with other children in play




